
Foundation For EnvironmEntal
Education (FEE)

FEE is a non-governmental and non-profit or-
ganisation promoting sustain-
able development through
environmental education.

FEE is an international um-
brella organisation with one
national member organisa-
tion per country represent-
ing FEE at the national level
and in charge of implement-
ing FEE programmes nation-
ally. FEE has currently mem-
ber organisations in 75 countries worldwide.

FEE has since 1981 actively promoted and
delivered environmental education through
our international programmes: Blue Flag, Eco-
Schools, Young Reporters for the Environment,
Learning about Forests and Green Key.

What is Green Key?

Green Key is an eco-label for tourism facilities 
that aims to contribute to prevention of climate 
change and sustainable tourism by awarding 
and promoting good initiatives.

Green Key aims to change the practices and 
behaviours of tourism actors including guests, 
enterprises, authorities, local communities and 
to involve them in increasing their responsibil-
ity towards their own environment.

history and dEvElopmEnt
Green Key is an international eco-label for tour-
ism products. It was originated for hotels in
Denmark in 1994. In 1998 France joined the
Green Key Programme and started labelling
camping sites.

From Denmark the Green Key Programme has
been adopted by countries in Europe, Africa,
Middle East, Asia and the Caribbean. Currently
FEE runs Green Key programmes in 60 countries
with around 3700 accommodations in 2022.

Different sets of international criteria have also
been developed for different categories of
tourism facilities, including hotels, camp sites,
hostels, conference centres, holiday centres
and attractions. In the future there will be inter-
national criteria developed for restaurants and
amusement parks.

Green Key criteria
The Green Key criteria consist of a number of 
a baseline standardized international criteria, 
which are mandatory or optional in each coun-
try, and more specialized national criteria, ad-
justed to national legislation, infrastructure, 
climate and culture. The criteria focus on envi-
ronmental management, technical demands, 
and the involvement of guests, staff, and sup-
pliers. 

The award is voluntarily applied for and grant-
ed for one year at a time, during which control 
visits are made to check that certain standards 
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are upheld and that all criteria are met.

The criteria have been designed so as to be 
easily understood by tourists, feasible for the 
tourism industry, and clearly verifiable through 
control checks. Some of the fields covered are: 
Water, Waste, Energy, Involvement and Aware-
ness of Guests, Environmental Management, 
Staff Involvement, Use of Chemicals, Open 
Spaces and Food and Beverages.

Green Key procedures
An accommodation wishing to apply for the 
Green Key award will through the national 
Green Key operator receive an application form 
and information about application procedures. 

In Germany, please visit www.umwelterzie-
hung.de and download the application form 
under Green Key -> Download. All criteria have 

to be answered; special circumstances can be 
explained by short comments. 

Your application will then be reviewed and your 
accommodation will be contacted by our staff, 
if necessary. 

After a successful application your accomoda-
tion will be awarded the Green Key, together 
with a certificate and a flag / plaque valid for 

one year. 

Within 2-4 months after the award, an au-
dit will be carried out. The criteria have to 
be confirmed every year in order to keep 
the Green Key certification. 

More information about Green Key
Green Key National Operator:

Robert Lorenz,  
Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer Umwelterziehung 
(Office Erfurt)

Goethestr. 64 
99096 Erfurt 
Germany

Tel: +49 176 70412185 
rolorenz@gmx.net

Please visit our websites and get more informa-
tion

national:

www.umwelterziehung.de

international:

www.

greenkey.global
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